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Gathering Waters Conservancy is dedicated to
helping communities, land trusts and private landowners
protect the places that make Wisconsin special. We do this
through outreach and education, training and consulting
with land trusts, and advocating for public policies and
programs which promote private land conservation. Our
long-term goal is to have strong, successful land trusts
operating in every part of the state, serving an integral
role in helping their communities become strong, vibrant,
sustainable places to live.

I N T R O D U C T I O N

Grounded in a love for their land

A 200-acre former dairy farm, a 20-acre prairie restoration, a northern
wild lake – all properties that will forever remain in their natural state,
reflecting Wisconsin’s diverse natural habitats and wild places.

Thanks to the thoughtful dedication of hundreds of individual
landowners, nearly 100,000 acres of natural areas, open spaces,
trails and shorelines throughout Wisconsin are permanently
protected by land trusts. Grounded in a love for their land, these
landowners have shown remarkable vision, commitment and
confidence as they clarified their goals and turned their
properties over to the care of their local land trusts. The land trust
community is honored to work with these families and individuals to
realize their dreams.

While land trusts can provide interested landowners with information
about conservation options, only other landowners can articulate the
motivations and emotions involved in ensuring that their property is
protected forever. To better convey this more personal perspective, we
asked landowners from around the state – who have already committed
their land to land trusts – to share their stories and dreams. What resulted
was an outpouring of essays, poems, photographs and interviews from
these remarkable people. This book compiles their stories, in their own
words, to celebrate their stewardship. They hope it will inspire and
encourage conservation by their fellow landowners.

Vicki Elkin
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“My spirits rise when I enter
it. I can spend the entire
day there with hatchet
and pruning shears,
making paths, without
remorse of wasting time.
I fancy the birds know
me, and even the trees
make little speeches, or
hint them.”

former owner of John
Holmbeck’s 130-acre
conservation easement,
Burnett County, WI

Ralph Waldo Emerson

Sharing our thoughts on the natural world and humans’ role in it, I found that I had more
in common with these two friends, 60 years my elder, than I do with many of my pee

Living   their Conservation Ethic

by Jocelyn Gretz

project
coordinator

Iam at an interesting state in life: after sixteen years of education,
all to end this May with a commencement ceremony at UW-Madison,
I ponder the health of our world and how I can better it. I suppose I
should be in my most idealistic state right now, but with classes
entitled “Extinction of Species,” one cannot help but wonder how one
individual can change what humans are doing to our planet and the
animals we share it with. Enter: Gathering Waters.

I have been given the unique opportunity to do what is seldom done
anymore in this day and age: read letters. I initiated a project of
collecting the “stories” of landowners in Wisconsin that have worked
with land trusts to conserve their land. The feedback has been great;
we have gotten responses from over 20 landowners, representing 12
land trusts throughout the state of Wisconsin! 

In addition to receiving mail, I also met with landowners Norb and
Ruth Schmitz. Sharing our thoughts on the natural world and
humans’ role in it, I found that I had more in common with these
two friends, 60 years my elder, than I do with many of my peers at
the University! My time with Norb and Ruth and the letters that I
have received has made me realize that although we all may not
know each other, landowners and land trust employees are all
connected in that we all share a conservation ethic and are willing to
work for it.

At this transitory period in my life I have 
learned that one cannot save the world, but one can commit

their conservation ethic to their every day lives. Landowners that
work with land trusts to conserve their land clearly “walk the talk.” 
As problems in this world seem to escalate, it has been refreshing to
read the stories from people that are on the forefront of conservation
right here in Wisconsin. Together, Wisconsin’s land trusts and
landowners have worked together to protect over 100,000 acres! 
This positive change has happened one easement at a time. I would
like to thank the landowners who have contributed to this project;
your stories and advice will undoubtedly help advance conservation
efforts in Wisconsin.

5
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An Investment to Enjoy
by Manly Mumford

In 1964 we bought 160 acres of cut-over timberland as an
investment that would not provide any return in our working lives,
except in enjoyment. In enjoyment alone, our investment was
returned many times over. My wife and I live in Chicago, and
spending time in a place of our own in a wooded area of great
beauty is important to us. As the forest re-grew on our property, we
saw and loved the various stages.

When young, our children loved to catch polliwogs, frogs, toads,
crayfish and caterpillars. We let the neighbors hunt on our land, and
on summer weekends we occasionally hear the shouts of people as
they reach the rapids while floating down the Eau Claire River that
runs through our land. 

We had considered permitting logging in accordance with sound
forestry practices, but concluded that what we really wanted was for
the land to fulfill its own ecological destiny. We decided to prohibit
logging, as well as farming, quarrying, mining, dumping and real
estate development of any sort. Hunting, fishing and hiking are
permitted.

I contacted Gathering Waters who put me in touch with North
Central Conservancy Trust. Dr. Freeman, the president of the
organization, was of great help in telling me about an appraiser and
an organization that would conduct an inventory of the natural
resources.

Manly Munford (left) with Dr. Freeman of the North Central Conservancy Trust

Manly Mumford

160-acre conservation easement

Marathon County

North Central Conservancy Trust

Prairie Dream

by Richard Finch

Dream the impossible,
go back in time.
Look at America’s middle
two centuries ago, stretch your mind.

Head high grasses
green and flowing
The great wide prairie 
in the wind blowing
Never ending
horizon to horizon
Home of a few natives
and millions of bison

Now imagine, if you can,
we had saved this unbelievable land – 
a glorious and vast undisturbed space,
all the plants and animals still in place.

Think what might have been,
an oasis of nature in our midst,
showing the entire following world,
a respect for green over gold.

6
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We’ve Come a Long Way
by Ed Drager

Our family originally acquired the 360-acre
tract that is now known as Monahan Forest in 1932 

when my dad purchased the land from Vilas County. It was 
almost an island of timbered land in a vast expanse of burned-over and 

cut-over lands. It had a small lake and the head of the Little Tamarack River. My
dad loved to fish and hunt and figured that he could use the land for these pur-
poses and could also have his own forest to work in and preserve for posterity.

My dad hunted and fished until after the Second World War, when he started to
selectively log the lands to improve the stand of timber. The first management
plan was done for him by Trees For Tomorrow of Eagle River in 1945 and has
been updated and revised every ten to fifteen years since. He continued to
extract timber until his death in 1989, and my sister and I then took up the
timber harvesting chores and continue them today. He always told me that he
hoped that the land could forever be a forest managed to continue to produce
timber while becoming a better forest in the process. 

After his death, my sister and I discussed how we could accomplish his goals and
keep them going after we both were gone. I finally heard about conservation
easements in the early 1990s but had a bit of trouble getting the information
that I needed to fully understand how they worked and how one went about
getting one written. After several years and discussions with attorneys who knew
what I was talking about, I finally decided that I had best write what I wanted,
since I am also an attorney. I finally got a draft of what we wanted to do and
gave it to Trees For Tomorrow, as there was no one else that I could find willing
to take the easement.

The entire family is pleased with the easement, and the ability to protect lands
forever from being split into lots, with a number of owners each putting up a
cabin and creating their own method of managing the property. The easement
allows for two additional cabins to be built on the property at a distance greater
than 200 feet from the lake and stream. No commercial activities can be done
on the property and no additional roads can be built. The easement provides for
regular management and harvesting of the forest, and we provided that one
half of the proceeds of the timber harvest should go to Trees For Tomorrow
because of their long standing interest in the property and their need to
administer the easement.
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Trees for Tomorrow was helpful in
working with us to create a favorable
atmosphere to taking the easement.
There was no local land trust in the area
at the time we were working on the
easement. I am pleased with the
easement and the arrangement with
Trees, but am also happy that there is
now the North Woods Land Trust of
which I am a member on the Board of
Directors. The information regarding
conservation easements and even free
help in writing one is readily available
through Gathering Waters and many
local land trusts. We have come a long
way in the past ten years.

Ed Drager

360-acre conservation easement

Vilas County

Trees for Tomorrow

He always told me 
that he hoped that 
the land could forever 
be a forest managed 
to continue to 
produce timber while
becoming a better 
forest in the process.”

“
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When we came to look at what would become our farm, I had no plans to buy
it. In fact, I stayed in the car with the kids and fed our infant son. It was Richard
who fell in love with the land and who led the campaign to farm it. Distracted
with children, impatient to work our horses on land of our own, worried about
leaving the home we had, I felt like the Muppet character Beaker – lab assistant
to Professor Bunsen Honeydew. Like Beaker, I was powerless and had to go
along with the experiment. “Sign here,” I was told by Richard, by the banker, by
the realtor. I turned my mouth down and made squeaky Beaker noises. Again
and again, I signed where they pointed.

In spring we moved into the house. We harnessed our teams and plowed.
Resting the horses I could look across miles of countryside and rest my eyes as
well. When it was time to cut hay, we learned how mowers work and got our
horses to the clatter. I suppose it was then, in the field we call the high field,
that I fell in love too. Close to the sun in lonely lands, Tennyson wrote, and that
is how I feel up there.

We can love a place as we love a child, and for a lot of the same reasons. We can
wish to protect our children – there is only so much you can do, unfortunately –
and we can wish to protect our land. Richard and I decided to protect the land
that is our farm so we put it under a conservation easement with the
Kinnickinnic River Land Trust.

Under the terms of the agreement, future landowners may farm the land, but
they will have to do it without herbicides and pesticides. The 195 acres will
remain, for the most part, open and as we love it now. Our land has become less
valuable the assessment indicates, because it can never be broken into small plots,
each with a house on it. The government agrees and will allow us a tax break
because taking that loss is the same as making a substantial donation.

It is an odd way of accounting. This land is home to us, our twenty-six horses,
our cats, more bull snakes than I’d like to imagine, myriad birds, most of them
prairie dwellers, coyotes, foxes, woodchucks, gophers, deer, wild turkeys, and

probably many other species 
I haven’t seen yet. These fields
and pastures feed our horses,
the wildlife noted above, our
family, and we are beginning to farm well enough to feed people in our
community and in St. Paul.

Imagine all the people who could live on this many acres, all the wells, septic
systems, paved roads and driveways, chemically stimulated lawns, the trips to and
fro with all the cars – all the cars! – to school, work, shopping (most likely not in
River Falls), hockey, gymnastics and so on. When I drive past Woodbury and see
the little houses clipped cheek by jowl to their lawns, rolling hill after rolling hill
of them, I have to wonder at a system that encourages that sort of growth. How
long can it last? And what happens when we can’t sustain it any longer?

Richard and I have wondered about that for several years now – hence the
horse-powered machines, our experiments with prairie grasses and erosion
control, our decision to protect this land. For thousands of years people lived and
hunted and walked and dreamed on this place we called ours. They understood,
I think, the power of land to keep us and the ways in which land is passive,
dependent on stewardship. As much for them as for future generations we decided
on a conservation easement. When I signed it, I didn’t feel like Beaker, though 
I am as ever powerless to know what lies ahead except for one thing – this farm
will remain as we love it. I have always liked the idea of time travel; now I can
imagine that I have reached into the misty future. I am holding my hand open,
like the land.

This Land is Home to Us
by Maureen Ash 

Maureen Ash and Richard Purdy

195-acre conservation easement

Pierce County

Kinnickinnic River Land Trust



12
13In Their Own Words

Preserving a Conservation Ethic
by Emily H. Hall

My five children and I just put 287 beautiful acres into a conservation
easement. It boarders a chain of lakes in Waupaca County, contains a half
mile of trout stream and two small private lakes. We did this [easement]
because a conservation ethic runs in our family. My grandfather helped
promote Hartman Park and fishery and my mother, who acquired the
land in the 1930s, loved the land and was constantly improving it.

Now, with tremendous development pressure on all sides, our generation
would hate to see this farm cut up and subdivided. A conservation
easement was the answer. We can still use it but no dwellings can be
built on it. Going through the process was not easy. The children and I
had to agree on what to put in and what to leave out of the easement,
but now that it is done we are all happy this family heritage will be
protected in perpetuity. Our thanks for tremendous help in going
through this process go to Northeast Wisconsin Land Trust, a group of
volunteers who love the land as we do.

Emily H. Hall

287-acre conservation easement

Waupaca County

Northeast Wisconsin Land Trust

The Most Important Thing 
by Reine Wells

Our land is in the Southern Kettle Moraine and because of
the steep slopes some of the land could not be cultivated,
thus the surviving prairie plants. It is a beautiful oak opening
with the highest (I’m told) concentration of the kitten tail
plant in the world. Pasque flower and other native plants are
also abundant. 

They [Waukesha Land Conservancy] were more than helpful.
The process was painless… and we celebrated by inviting our
neighbors to the signing. Our neighbors, in fact, actively
assisted in saving an additional eight acres adjoining our
land which the Waukesha Land Conservancy purchased
outright.

We both feel that saving this land through the conservation
easement is the most important thing we have done in our
lifetime. Knowing that additional buildings cannot be
crammed onto this wonderful piece of land is most
reassuring. Prior to the easement, I had nightmares of houses
in my “front yard” after I died! At least we’ve been able to
insure that this will not happen as long as civilization exists.

Reine Wells and Dean Herriges

12-acre conservation easement

Waukesha County

Waukesha Land Conservancy

w, with tremendous development pressure on all sides, our generation would hate to see this farm cut up and subdivided. A conservation easement was the answer. We can still use it but n

Emmons Creek
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My first professional job, at the age
of 24, was District Game Manager at
Viroqua. I quickly fell in love with
the coulee country. The river valleys,
steep wooded slopes and the vast
prairie-like uplands made up a
beautiful landscape completely new
and exciting to me. I hoped that I
would someday own a small piece of
this magnificent region.

Some 18 years later, that goal was
achieved and our family acquired a
badly abused farm, wreck of a
farmhouse and crumbling out-
buildings. In spite of the incredible
mess, with hard family work, we
began the process of rehabilitation.
Now, 35 years later, the house is
livable and the land is slowly
regaining its health. One-third of the
220 acres have naturally reverted to
forest, ponds have been built,
erosion controlled and new prairies
grow on what were once badly
eroded crop fields.

Our goal was to protect the
land in perpetuity – to
protect it from resource
exploitation and more
importantly, the pernicious
escalation in land values
which, in the decades
ahead, could result in
enormous pressures to 

Healing the Land
by Bud Jordahl

sub-divide. A conservation easement
would accomplish these goals
admirably and yet permit the family
to build several small cabins around
the old farmstead. If forestry is
practiced, big-tree subculture will be
the goal along with maintenance of
forest openings and shrub borders so
important to wildlife. Forest and soil
plans are required. Moreover, the
easement permits future owners to
adopt a “hands off” approach. The
land will evolve and change through
natural forces.

Although the easement resulted in a
significant capital loss because the
land cannot be developed,
immediate income tax savings have
been achieved from the charitable
contribution and inheritance taxes
might possibly be reduced for future
owners. Land price escalation has
been substantially reduced, which
will eliminate possible conflicts with

future owners who may desire
immediate economic satisfaction
through short-term forest
exploitation, land subdivision 
and development – a practice all 
too common in the coulee region.
Also, by creating a family limited
partnership, my children, and
eventually their children, are increas-
ing their personal ownership in the
farm each year and are participating in
the on-going management decisions.
With conservative land management,
the annual fixed costs of ownership
will not be burdensome.

Setting aside any financial
considerations, our goals have been
to keep the land protected, and to
manage it with insight and
sensitivity. The easement helps us to
achieve these goals. The land gives
back to us rich rewards – tranquility,
an evolving forest/prairie ecosystem,
in wood diversity in plants and
animals and great satisfaction in
witnessing the incredible changes as
the land slowly heals.

Bud Jordahl

211-acre conservation easement

Richland County

Gathering Waters Conservancy

Our goals 
have been to
keep the land
protected, and
to manage it
with insight
and sensitivity.
The easement
helps us to
achieve these
goals.”

Bud Jordahl at a prescribed
prairie burn

“
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For Peace of Mind
by Bob and Darlene Forsberg

After we purchased our Door County property in 1985, we often 
discussed how this thirty-five-acre place, so special to us, could remain as
an undisturbed habitat for the foxes, eastern bluebirds, indigo buntings,
ravens, scarlet tanagers, pileated and other woodpeckers, hepatica,
trillium, yellow lady slippers, beech drops, spring beauties, trout lilies,
goldenrods, asters, and beech, hemlock, birch and ironwood trees. We
had also become aware that our land was located in a natural wildlife
habitat corridor between the protected Mud Lake State Wildlife Area and
the Ephraim Cedar Swamp. 

From an article written by Tom Davis in Wisconsin Trails magazine, we
learned that a conservation easement could be a permanent protection tool.
We thoroughly investigated this legal process, and discussed it with our
four adult children. The children all supported this decision, knowing that
this would provide legal permanent protection that would stand up in a
court of law in perpetuity.

The decision to donate a Conservation Easement on our property to the
Door County Land Trust has given us a satisfaction and a peace of mind
that allows us to enjoy 
and appreciate our
surroundings with the
confidence that the only
changes that will take
place here will be the
processes of natural
selection, growth and
succession.

Bob and Darlene 
Forsberg

35-acre conservation 
easement

Door County 

Door County Land Trust

The Forsbergs in a Door County
beech woods.
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We purchased 66 acres in 1987 from a
farmer who had moved to central
Wisconsin. So we had just escaped the
city, built our farmhouse and were just
starting to enjoy the land when a
neighbor called announcing that he was
going to build 16 houses on the 22 acres
which border the left side of the
driveway and would have been clearly
visible from our house.

Needless to say I was quite upset. At the
time there were no subdivisions in the Town of Rochester, and
the first was to be built right next to me. So I did the only
thing I could do to stop it – we bought it. Fortunately, a few
years ago we began reading about conservation easements.
After that the Kenosha/Racine Land Trust was formed and we
were able to protect it.

Chuck and Jill Haubrich

88-acre easement

Racine County

Kenosha/Racine 
Land Trust

Pioneers in Conservation
I met with landowners Norb and Ruth Schmitz in the spring of
2002. We spent a day looking at their property in the Baraboo
Hills, talking about where their conservation ethic originated
and about the history of their land. One of the more interesting
reasons they gave me for deciding to put a conservation ease-
ment on their land was so that their children would not have to
decide/argue over what should be done with it after they had
passed away. Ruth explained that her love for nature came when
she spent summers exploring the woods around her family’s
cabin in the 1930s. As Norb modestly described their role in the
establishment of the Baraboo Range Preservation Association
and their generous contribution to the Aldo Leopold Foundation
that saved Potter’s Woods, I realized I was talking to some of the
first leaders of private land conservation in Wisconsin. 

— Jocelyn Gretz, project coordinator

Special Landowner Feature .Escape from the City
by Chuck and Jill Haubrich

Chuck leading a tour group.

Norb Schmitz
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The easement involves 181 acres of
woodland in the Baraboo Hills, Sauk
County, Wisconsin. It began in the
1960s with the purchase of 195 acres
of wooded farmland, followed by the
planting of 40,000 trees during the
ensuing four years. It was a family
project, involving our five children,
the St. Bernard’s
Madison Parish
Explorer Scout Troop,
a commercial tree
planter, and friends
and acquaintances.

We coped with soft
ground, snowfall,
torrential rain, erosion,
and replanting.
Initially we did timber
stand improvement
(TSI) and accumulated firewood for
the ancient farmhouse that came
with the woods. Next, a hardwood
timber sale returned some of our
investment, with damage in the form
of ruts and potential gullies.

Still later, a thinning of 40 acres of 
6-inch DBH conifers resulted in
additional income, and access lanes
obstructed with brush. Clearing fire
lanes and cutting brush and firewood
provides exercise and enjoyment of
our woods.

Initially, our interest in conservation
easements came with the formation
of the Baraboo Range Preservation
Association (BRPA). We banded with
our neighbors in the early 90s to
form the Association. As a group of
charter members, we discussed
memorandum agreements as a

means of promoting
contiguous woodland
in the Baraboo Hills.
Later, with help from
guest speakers and
DNR personnel, we
explored conservation
easements in depth.

Later, we joined the
national Land Trust
Alliance, and acquired
workbooks and

manuals for use in drafting ease-
ments. With these we started work on
easements that could be applied to
our own and other woodlands. The
use of a word processor made it
possible to evolve our own easement
through a series of seven drafts, and
ultimately to use the experience to
develop an understanding of how we
might best protect our own and
other woodlands. 

As members of the Association, our in-
terest in the protection of woodlands

Preserving the Baraboo Hills
by Norb and Ruth Schmitz

was further stimulated in meetings
called by Professor Lenore Landry 
(a WHA radio personality, known for
her expertise on textiles and tailoring).
She was deeply concerned for the
welfare of 400 acres of oak woodland
15 miles southeast of Baraboo,
known as Potter’s Woods. This led to
its acquisition by the Aldo Leopold
Foundation with monetary support
from us. Further protection was
provided by a conservation easement
donated to the Baraboo Range
Preservation Association by the Aldo
Leopold Foundation at our behest.

Our conservation easement has been
a long evolutionary process, a time-
consuming and protracted effort that
did not have to be that way. A major
consideration in the implementation
of our easement was concern for
conveying ownership of our land to
our children and their spouses, and
eventually to grandchildren in such a
manner as to permit our descendants
to continue to enjoy our woods. A
prime objective has been to ensure
that pressures for development by
realtors would not cause divisions
and/or dissatisfactions among our
descendants, leading to liquidation for
cash. We chose to use an easement
to avoid such pressures, and to gain

satisfaction for doing what we can
during our lifetime in preserving
contiguous woodlands in the Baraboo
Hills. Unless one places a recreational
value on long hours in front of a
word-processor and extensive research,
this is not the way to go.

Enlisting the aid of a dedicated
mentor and a non-profit organization
having the know-how for preparing and
administering a conservation ease-
ment is the way to go. A knowledge-
able mentor can assist in defining
objectives and implementing them. To
determine the restrictions one wishes
to have enforced over succeeding
years, and deciding which rights 
and privileges are to be retained by
successive owners requires careful
consideration. Expert help is
essential.

Norbert and Ruth Schmitz

181-acre conservation 
easement

Sauk County

Baraboo Range Preservation
Association



When my wife and I
purchased our seasonal
dwelling on the shore of
Lake Michigan in Door
County, Wisconsin in
1966, the seller “threw
in” a 12-acre outlot, a
corner of which touches
our 400-foot-deep shore
property. We asked for a
separate deed because
even then we felt we
might like to arrange to
save it in its natural
state for all time. The
property holds some
swamp and some high
land; it is part of a mile-
long series of swales
that parallel the shore
of Lake Michigan. It is a
great habitat for animals,
and supports some rare
plant life including
orchids. Human use has
been limited to a little
hunting, occasional
cross-country skiing,
and sometimes a (wet)
walk with a dog.

Around 1996 we donated
a 12-acre lot behind
those properties to the
Door County Land Trust.
It occurred to us that it
would be a good idea
to donate the “lot next
door” as well. We didn’t
intend to use it for

building purposes. Our
heirs may or may not
want either property,
and in any event they
are about as much
oriented to nature as we
are and would appreciate
the open land next to
the dwelling.

We offered the property
to the Land Trust. They
declined because they
were still relatively new
and feared that the tax
assessor would not
abate all the property
taxes for them because
shore land is a valuable
tax source. So, we
offered to put a conser-
vation easement on it. 
I retained an expert in
Madison, Wisconsin to
work with us on prepar-
ing the easement, ask-
ing that it be for the most
part general enough for
the Land Trust to use as
a basis in future ease-
ment negotiations with
others. 

Our easement allows
almost nothing on the
property – no building,
no fences, no pavement,
no parking, no mining,
no lumbering, etc. It
does allow a gravel path
from front to back as

access, for school
groups for exam-
ple, to a 12-acre
parcel we had
donated to the
Land Trust and it
does allow the
owner to erect a
temporary tent.
One thing neither
expressly allowed
nor denied is
easements for
underground
utilities such as
water and sewer
and gas, and I
would advise that
that item be
addressed in all
conservation
easements.

The only request we
made, and it was not a
demand, was that the
neighbor kid could
continue to hunt deer
on the property. Two
reasons: there are too
many deer in the area;
he gives us a little
venison each year. 

We ordered and paid
for a property survey.
As I recall, a local
attorney the Land Trust
recommended handled
the paper work, at our
expense.
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A Profitable Option
by Randy Boyle

I purchased this large lake lot on Oxbow Lake
near the north central Wisconsin state border as
an investment property, purchase price about
$100,000 in 1995. I placed an easement on it
restricting subdivision and other potentially
damaging activities which provided a $65,000
Federal Income Tax deduction by devaluating the
parcel. The market allowed us to sell the property
for $240,000 this spring, closing March 9th. It
seems to be a great tool in land preservation and
I look forward to my next experience with our
local land trust. Keep up the good work!

Randy Boyle

7-acre conservation easement

Vilas County

Last Wilderness Conservation Society

Protecting the Swales
by Eugene Pomerance

I wrote to the neighbors
who also own part of
the swales telling them
of our donation, includ-
ed plats of the land and
an aerial photograph,
and invited them to
match our donation to
the Land Trust.

None has responded to
us, and to the best of
my knowledge none has
contacted the Land
Trust. At about the same
time, we put a conser-
vation easement on the

shore lot next to the
one with our dwelling.
Some neighbors have
commented very
favorably about that.

Eugene Pomerance

12-acre donation 
to land trust

Door County

Door County 
Land Trust

We didn’t
intend to use it
for building
purposes. Our
heirs may or
may not want
either property,
and in any
event they are
about as much
oriented to
nature as we
are and would
appreciate 
the open land
next to the
dwelling.”

“
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Preserving 
a Family
Tradition
by George and
Martha Watts

My mother and father
bought the first twenty
acres of what we own
now (approximately 
100 acres) back in 1936.
It was a 550-foot-long
and half-mile-deep
wasteland, severely
overgrazed by a dairy
herd owned by our
impoverished neighbor.
You could see through
20 or 30 acres of older
trees to the river. The
cows had killed all small
trees and destroyed all
branches of older trees
less than 10 feet off the
ground. The soil was a
thin layer of sand, with
large spaces of exposed
dolomite limestone,
scarred by the glacier. A
sandy, rocky desert.

My father and mother
fenced the property and
started yearly plantings
of Norway pine, white
pine, and hard maple.
Some of the Norways
are in excess of 55 feet
in height, approaching

three feet in diameter at
the base. 

In 2000 we donated our
easement to the Ozaukee
Washington Land Trust
as a memorial to my
nature-loving parents.
We had started a Burr
Oaks Savanna under the
tutelage of Andy Larsen
at River Edge. Our goal
is to devote the property
for nature education in
cooperation with the
Cedarburg and Grafton
schools. We are protecting
wildflowers like bottle
gentian and ginseng,
and we usually enjoy a
fair crop of morels. Indian
relics are plentiful on
our property. Our lake is

also a rarity – walleyed
pike reproduce here
every year despite its
small size. We allow our
grandchildren, friends
and neighbors to fish.
The swimming is wonder-
ful, mostly spring water.

We are working with
attorneys now to see 
that the property will be
kept intact after our
death; our children have
similar values. Our
neighbors – one owning
over 100 acres as well –
also joined the Ozaukee
Washington Land Trust
at the same time. The
other owners now view
us as most desirable
neighbors and some

perhaps may follow in
our footsteps.

Our local land trust was
more than helpful. The
process was simple and
there are financial
benefits.

George and
Martha Watts

100-acre donation
to land trust

Ozaukee County

Ozaukee
Washington
Land Trust

y father and mother fenced the property and started yearly plantings of Norway pine, white pine, and hard maple. Some of the Norways are in excess of 55 feet in height, approaching three
f

Martha Watts
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Hands-Off Management
by Harold and Gail Lindebo

Our main purpose was to provide natural habitat
over as long a period of time as possible for the
non-human forest communities on our parcels – 
a community managed by natural processes, not
human-directed. One that over time might be a
comparison to most other more humanly manipulated lands; but also realizing
that the neighboring lands and the activities on them will somewhat impact
these acres also. Let’s just allow nature to do “its thing” on these acres from
this point on and see how it plays out! Hopefully there will be an evolution of
life mostly of its own doing. The hunting will be done by the non-human
community; the forest management by the insects, disease organisms,
animals and the weather. We would hope that the land would return to pre-
settlement conditions or something similar to that.

Harold and Gail Lindebo

677 acres: 597 donation to land trust, 80 conservation easement

Trempealeau and Ashland Counties 

Wildlife Land Trust (an affiliate of the Human Society of the U.S.)

The Latest Developments

by Jill Haubrich

Enjoying peaceful rural life
seems to cause a bit of strife

The land next door would not remain
a field with corn providing grain.
Instead a road with many homes.
Charlie just could not condone.

Charlie went door to door
explaining that which he abhorred.
Development is on the way.
No more corn or beans or hay.

Petition here, do you agree?
Development there must not be!
Names collected; off to town,
hopeful he could shoot them down.

Though everyone agreed with Chuck,
it appeared that we were stuck.
There was nothing we could do –
no longer would we have a view.

Unless perhaps we bought the field.
He made a call, he made the deal.
Just when we think that we are set,
we end up going into debt.

He bought the land at one high price.
And though costly, it’s still nice
to look upon the field at night
with wildlife, a lovely sight.

For we were really left no choice.
We spoke for those who have no voice.
The crane, the ducks, the fox, the deer
can still inhabit safely here.

And we can have a country view.
Quack quack, bow-wow, meow, moo moo!

P.S. Early retirement is shot
We just emptied our gold pot.

The Lindebos
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For the Enjoyment of
Future Generations
by Marjorie Wendt

Our 45 acres lie in the northwest corner of
Washington County in the Kettle Moraine area. 
Most of the land is marshland with a small stream
running through it. In earlier times, the stream 
was dammed to collect fall rains. The ice was then
harvested and stored in icehouses for the next
summer. The acreage also includes a side hill that is
inaccessible to any highway. The land was deeded to Ozaukee-Washington Land
Trust and an easement of the adjoining land has been established to prevent
invasion of debris from erosion.

Our plan is to create hardwood woodland on the hillside and extend the
tamarack in the marshland. The acreage is to be kept in its natural state without
hiking trails or picnic areas. The land is open to the public and public hunting
(controlled by OWLT). It acts as a shelter for deer, Sand Hill cranes, turkey,
coyote, woodchucks, raccoon, opossum, mallard ducks, partridge, pheasant, and
is a resting and feeding area for Canada geese. 

More and more houses are being built in the area and I wanted this beautiful
area to be preserved for the enjoyment of future generations. My son has fond
memories of building dams and sailing boats on the tiny summer stream; of
hunting fossils among the small stones; of sitting quietly and watching the
wildlife. He and his family live in another area of the U.S.; this will guarantee
that the land is here anytime he wishes to visit. I hope other generations will
take this opportunity to build such memories.

My husband and I had talked about the means of preserving these wetlands for
some years. We really didn’t know how to go about it, and felt more urgency
when a marshland near us was swallowed up with highway improvement. The
Ozaukee Washington Land Trust name was given to us. Their help has been
immeasurable.

Marjorie Wendt

45-acre donation to land trust, 3-acre conservation easement

Washington County

Ozaukee Washington Land Trust

Fulfilling a Wish for Good 
Land Stewardship
by Arline Paunack

My husband and I knew we owned a special jewel in our property
consisting of 100 acres of forest and wetlands with 4,000 feet of
pristine shoreline along Lake Wisconsin. We had a vague dream of
someday building a cottage overlooking the lake, but business
demands on Bud’s time, even after his retirement, left little oppor-
tunity to go there except for an all-too-rare picnic.

After Bud’s death I faced the necessity to dispose of the property 
but wanted to be sure that the wishes of my conservationist husband
were followed – that the land would remain in its natural state for
future generations to enjoy. I believe ours was the only sizable 
tract on Lake Wisconsin remaining undeveloped. How to keep it 
that way?

A friend told me of Gathering
Waters and I was delighted to
learn of their work from Vicki
Elkin. With the conservation
easement in place, I sold the
property to a trusted friend. The
easement allows for the develop-
ment of one single-family home
within a 4-acre area, the
remaining 96 acres to remain
undisturbed. I feel sure that Bud’s
wishes for good land stewardship
have been met.

Arline Paunack

100-acre conservation
easement

Columbia County

Gathering Waters
Conservancy

Bud Paunack
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Preserving Historic Buildings
by John and Judy Turner

The property on which we put a conservation easement is an old, intact
farmstead, owned almost solely by one family before we purchased it in 1981. 
It had been purchased by that family in the 1890s from the original owners who
obtained it from the Federal Government and held it for only a brief time. 

For almost 70 years the farmstead was run by a succession of the family
members as a small dairy/grain operation. The 20 years before we purchased 
it, the buildings were not permanently occupied. The house was used for a
summer retreat and the other buildings for storage and some tree planting was
done. The place had the appearance of being abandoned.

Our original plan was just to preserve the buildings as we have long regretted
the disappearance of so many barns throughout the state. We were also very
much concerned about the seemingly endless development of open land in
Door County. 

The Land Trust gave us a perfect way to
preserve the land while still leaving it for
our children. It still has the appearance
of being abandoned, but we are
keeping the buildings standing and the
trees and open space will remain always
undeveloped for all passersby to
appreciate. It will never be developed.
That makes us feel very good.

John and Judy Turner

40-acre conservation easement

Door County

Door County Land Trust

Working with Land Trusts
by Richard Finch

Lois and I have been happy with our decision to work with the Ozaukee
Washington Land Trust, and our children have been very supportive. It
is also interesting to see how our feelings about the land have seemed
to rub off on our grandchildren.

Our experience here, in fact, has prompted us to pursue a conservation
easement in Marinette County for our tract of land which includes a
small undeveloped lake. We are working with Northeast Wisconsin Land
Trust and an easement should be finalized soon.

Richard and Lois Finch

57-acre conservation easement

Washington County

Ozaukee Washington Land Trust

Lois and Richard Finch



33In Their Own Words
32

I would just like to start out by
saying that I believe that no piece of
land that has been loved and cared for
by someone is too small to protect.

Mark and I are blessed and fortunate
to have found our own little piece of
paradise on just over 15 acres in
Ozaukee County. It wasn’t a lot of
land, but just enough. It had a house,
and so many possibilities. It is mostly
meadow and wetland, but it also has
some remnant of hardwood forest. It
was once part of a farm and we have
been working to improve the quality
of the meadow and wetland. We have
slowly been getting rid of the invasive
plants, planting natives and making it
a better home to a wide variety of birds
and other animals. Since we are very
close to the Milwaukee River, we see a
lot of migrating birds, amphibians,
reptiles and a variety of mammals.

A Little Piece of Paradise
by Cheryl Brickman

I believe that there were two significant
factors in our donating our land for a
conservation easement to the land trust.
The first was my becoming involved
with the Ozaukee-Washington Land
Trust. I am on the board of directors,
and I truly feel that we are accomplish-
ing something good each and every day.
Land Trusts are preserving significant
acreage for future generations to enjoy
forever.

The other factor was the sale of several
large parcels of land near our house to
become “conservation subdivisions.”
We live in a pretty rural area, and when
development like this happens in your
backyard, it gets personal. We got
together with neighbors and attended
public hearings, but once the land was
sold to developers, we felt pretty
helpless. We heard a lot of explaining,
but there wasn’t a lot of action.

We decided to “walk the talk” and
decided to put an easement on our
land. We worked with the Land Trust
and found them incredibly helpful,
knowledgeable and organized. We
donated a conservation easement on
the undeveloped part of our property.

There are tax advantages that make
this very attractive beyond the benefits
of preserving the land. 

At first I thought 15 acres seemed
small in comparison to the larger parcels
I was used to seeing. Now I just felt
proud. Our land can never be further
developed – ever; it gives
us comfort. It gives us a
place to speak from to
others. To everyone who
will listen – there are
ways to do this; it doesn’t
even have to be all of
your land… maybe just
some of it. And at the
end of the day you go to
sleep knowing that all of your hard
work will be protected and that you
really have made a difference.

Our families and our friends love to
come here. We walk or snowshoe our
trails with our dogs year-round. It seems
that there is always something to see.
Seasonal changes; the comings and
goings of all our wild visitors draw us
out into our meadow. We love the
sounds of the birds, the coyotes and owls
at night. The meadow full of fireflies 

in summer, or glowing electric with
goldenrods and asters near fall. So much
improvement, growth, living and dying
all taking place on 15 acres!

Maybe one of our children
will want to live here some-
day and care for this place.
If not the land trust will find
a way to carry on. That is part
of the beauty of our dona-
tion. It will go on after us,
and all of our work will mean
something. Anyone can do

this, more people should do this.
Believe us when we say that the
rewards are many.

Cheryl and Mark Brickman

15-acre conservation easement
donation

Ozaukee County

Ozaukee Washington Land Trust

firs
t I thought 15 acres seemed small in comparison to the larger parcels I was used to seeing. Now I just felt proud. Our land can never be further developed – ever; it gives us comfort. It

The Brickmans
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Undisturbed Shoreline at “The Point”
by Gene, Nancy and Bill Roark

The land Roarks have called “The Point” has been an important
part of our lives since 1940. Although we no longer own the
feature which gave us the name, we do own about 20 acres of
wooded land with hundreds of feet of Lake Wisconsin shoreline,
all essentially untouched for 60-plus years.

Even during the World War II years and gas rationing, we were
there most summer weekends. We enjoyed swimming, rowing,
looking for turtles, watching birds, and picnics. Our father and I
built a log cabin – from scratch – in the late '40s; I spent part of
our 1953 honeymoon there. My wife and I planted hundreds of
pines; some of them today are big trees.

We still enjoy it, though in different
ways. Changing circumstances may require a
sale in the years to come. But the thought that
a future owner might – as realtors have suggested –
build a block of condos where the shooting stars now
flourish, is too much to contemplate.

Our easement with the Natural Heritage Land Trust will
allow a future owner to build one home, on a prescribed
site off the shore. It will protect our undisturbed shoreline,
the pines and old oaks, the shooting stars, and the
memories of 60 years.

The Roark family

20-acre conservation easement

Columbia County

Natural Heritage Land Trust
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A Sense of Responsibility
by Patricia Timm

For my dad and me this place has been special and sacred, a place of healing, a
place to fish and hunt. The farmhouse that I watched being built in 1950 is
special because the timber used (oaks and white pine) came from this 60-acre
piece of land and my mom and dad hand-cut the logs. The land is made up of
many ecosystems; the east side is a 50-acre glacial
kettle lake, an attached marsh, a mature white pine
forest, a climax oak forest, a bog lake, a red pine
plantation and a small dry prairie site.

I felt a responsibility to save this piece of land
from development. My father and mother added
my name to the deed of these 60 acres in
September, 1964. I have recently legally made
this land a Family Trust and I’d like to erect a sign
dedicating this to my parents. I believe my family
members are in agreement about the land
staying undeveloped. Hunting, fishing,
camping, wildlife watching, hiking,
horseback riding are uses that we enjoy on
the land. Even though it is unforeseeable, I
do not want fossil-fuel engines like
snowmobiles, ATVs and boat motors on the
property. There is a clause in the easement
that allows the area to be used for education
of school children with prior permission. 

The conservation easement with NEWLT was
final in the fall of 1998. It was a slow process
and frustrating, mainly because I was their
first conservation easement. One month
before my dad had his fatal heart attack, I asked why he and mom gave me the
land in the deed. He said, “We knew you would take care of it.”

Patricia Timm

60-acre conservation easement

Waupaca County

Northeast Wisconsin Land Trust

I Wish I Could Do More
by Bob McCurdy

I own 32 acres on the Door County Peninsula north of Baileys Harbor 
(the Lake Michigan side). It is a unique bit of land with mature hardwoods and a
limestone bluff that drops 40 feet to what was a salt water sea thousands of years
ago. I often find fossilized coral in the lower section. Over the 20 years I have
lived here, I have planted over 17,000 trees (about 35% deciduous hardwoods).

Door County is an ecologically fragile place that has become a popular tourist
area, in large part due to the natural beauty. Because of this beauty and easy
accessibility, it has also attracted development that has gone unchecked perhaps
beyond what the environment can tolerate. In short, the natural beauty is being
destroyed by ruthless over-development (which is happening in lots of places not
just here). Many of us are concerned and feel a need for stewardship to protect
this precious place. By putting our properties into a land trust we are able to
protect portions of this precious place for generations to come. Many of us also
try to give financial and moral support to the mission of the land trust, assisting
the trust to acquire prized parcels of land to come under its protection.

It is disturbing to see condo complexes overrunning what were once beautiful
hillsides of endless orchards or natural woodlands, to see one- and two-million-
dollar houses being constructed on the bluffs and shorelines that are occupied
less than a month out of each year by their owners, to see our property taxes
skyrocketing because of the formulas that are used to evaluate properties when
an adjacent property is sold for an ungodly price. It is sad to see old people who
have lived here for generations having to sell off their homesteads because they
can no longer afford to live here, to see habitat being destroyed threatening
numerous species of flora and fauna.

I wish I could do more. I’m glad I have been able to do something.

Bob McCurdy

32-acre conservation easement, Door County – Door County Land Trust

Patricia Timm

Work group on the Timm property.
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A special gift…
from Bob and Anne Bolz

For over 50 years, four generations
of our family have enjoyed this
property – our parents, our children
and our grandchildren. Bob’s
father, Adolph, discovered this spot
on a drive through the countryside.
He was immediately taken with the
magnificent view of the Capitol
Dome, and it has been the family’s
favorite picnic spot since.   

Over the years, we have seen more
and more houses being built
around this rise in the landscape.
We wanted to make sure that others could enjoy this special place, with its
outstanding vistas, as we always had. In 1998, we started talking to the Natural
Heritage Land Trust, then known as the Dane County Natural Heritage
Foundation, about how we could permanently preserve the site. We decided that
a public park, where anyone could visit at any time, would be the best ‘use’ of
the land. It is our gift to the community.

Bob and Anne Bolz

25-acre donation and conservation easement

City of Waunakee and the Natural Heritage Land Trust

Brothers Jack and Bob Bolz (left and third from
the left) received a Stewardship Award from the
Natural Heritage Land Trust for their donation of
land for a new public park in Waunakee. They
are pictured here with co-awardees Rich Murphy
of the Village of Waunakee and developer Don
Tierney.

Historic Value
by James Manson

Our farm has been in the Manson family since 1853. Our father had been born
on the farm and then purchased it from his parents and returned to farm it in
1946. It had sentimental value for our family, as we did not want to see it
gobbled up as another housing development.

The back end of the farm borders in a 400+ acre freshwater marsh named
Hook Lake. It is rare in southern Wisconsin due to the fact that it has no inlet or
outlet: all of the water in the lake comes from precipitation and/or runoff from
farms surrounding the lake. The marsh and surrounding woods contain a
number of rare and endangered plants. It also provides homes for many species
of waterfowl including Sand Hill cranes. An Indian mound is located on a ridge
overlooking the wetlands.

With the easement, cropland can still be planted and harvested. The use of the
cropland is governed by Dane County FSA and chemical use is restricted in areas
where run-off would enter the lake. Other restrictions include no timber harvest,
no planting of vegetation, no removal of mineral deposits and no dumping of
materials in the designated natural area. The existing farm buildings are
designated as a homestead area and may be remodeled or rebuilt, and a new
building may be constructed as necessary to maintain and operate the farm.

Prior to agreeing to the easement, we attended public meetings. The Town of
Dunn brought in outside experts to explain the PDR steps and procedures. These
experts were helpful. After much discussion with my three brothers, we decided
this would be a good way to protect out land.

James Manson

69-acre conservation 
easement

Dane County and the

Town of Dunn

James Manson decided to go through a Purchase
of Development Rights (PDR) program. PDR is a
voluntary farmland protection technique that
compensates landowners for limiting future
development on their land. PDR has been used by
local and state governments on the east coast since
the mid-1970s. Under a PDR program, an entity,
such as a town or a private organization, purchases
development rights to a piece of property. By
doing so, the organization or government agency
is essentially buying the landowner’s right to
develop that land. The land itself remains in private
ownership and the landowner still retains all other
rights and responsibilities associated with being a
property owner.

In 2001, the Bolz Family, through the Eugenie Mayer Bolz Family Foundation,
made a very special gift to the Natural Heritage Land Trust. The family
donated their “favorite picnic spot,” a 25-acre parcel north of Lake Mendota
with one of the most outstanding views of the State Capitol. The land trust, in
turn, placed an easement on the property, and donated the land itself to the
City of Waunakee Parks Department for a public park.
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In Their Own Words
landowners’ stories of protecting their land

Special thanks to Webcrafters, Inc. for supporting the printing of this publication.
Graphics design/production and general nature photos by Jeffrey J. Strobel. All other photos courtesy of the landowners.


