May 10, 2006
To:  Wisconsin’s Congressional Delegation

I am writing on behalf of Gathering Waters Conservancy and the 51 land trusts we
represent in Wisconsin. We were disappointed to learn that the land conservation
provisions from the Senate-passed reconciliation bill would not be included in the
final legislation. However, we understand that the Congress will do a second tax
package very soon.

We ask that you do all you can to see that the conservation provisions the Senate
passed last fall -- both a new incentive for donations of conservation easements,
and reforms tightening the rules for appraisals of gifts and for historic
preservation easements -- are included in the second tax bill.

The conservation easement incentive would be a tremendous benefit to
Wisconsin’s communities and the many special places that land trusts are working
to protect.

As you may know, land trusts are private, non-profit organizations that work to
protect trails, scenic views, natural areas, wildlife habitat, working farms and other
lands in their communities. Wisconsin’s land trusts represent 45,000 members
statewide and have permanently protected close to 150,000 acres by working
directly with private landowners.

I have attached an information sheet to give you more background on this topic. If
you have questions about this program or about the letter, please contact me at
608.251.9131 x13 or althea@gatheringwaters.org.

Sincerely,

Althea Dotzour
Outreach and Policy Coordinator

P.S. We would love to take you on a tour of some of the sites Wisconsin’s land
trusts have protected and share more about our work!
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