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May                                                                                                       2005     

  
  

 
211 S. Paterson St., Ste. 270 

Madison, WI 53703 
 

CCUURRRREENNTTSS  
 

News & Information for Wisconsin’s Land Trusts  
In this edition of Currents : 

�x Appraiser Training Opportunity 
�x Nominate Your Land Conservation Hero  
�x What should be a Land Trust’s role in an IRS audit and easement 

deduction review? 
 
 

Conservation News 
    

New Hires! 
 

The Gathering Waters Conservancy staff has a new addition!  Please welcome 
and congratulate Liz Walsh in her new role as Office Manager. 
 

New Baby! 
We also have a new family member!  Vicki Elkin and husband Mike Ivey 
welcomed Alexander Elkin Ivey on Saturday, April 16 th .  Vicki and Alex will be 
spending several months at home together; Vicki will return to the GWC office 
in September.  Congratulations! 
 

Parade of Preserves 
 
It’s the 15th Anniversary of the Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Fund!   
Governor Doyle named 2005 The Year of Land and Water Conservation!   
 
In order to recognize these two exciting milestones, Gathering Waters 
Conservancy is coordinating a Parade of Preserves  with Wisconsin land trusts.  
Our goal is to raise awareness of the natural amenities protected by the 
Stewardship Fund and to evoke a sense of statewide excitement and 
celebration about land conservation.  Gathering Waters Conservancy will 
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connect local field trips to our statewide campaign by providing an invitation 
and by helping identify and invite key legislators, media, and potential 
Stewardship supporters to come out for the field trip.   
 
Join the Parade! 
If your organization would like to host a field trip this summer as part of the 
Parade , contact Althea Dotzour at 608.251.9131 x13 or 
althea@gatheringwaters.org .  Contact me as soon as possible as the group 
invitation is in the works! 
 

 
LTA’s Land Trust Accreditation:  focus group discussion 

May 3rd, 9 – 11 am 
 

Gathering Waters Conservancy is facilitating a discussion about LTA’s land 
trust accreditation program proposal.  This meeting, like others around the 
country, will provide input for final recommendations to LTA's Board of 
Directors this summer.  
 
Mary Bradford-White of the Barrington Hills Conservation Trust, and a member 
of the Accreditation Program Design Steering Committee, will join us for this 
discussion. 
 
We’re meeting at Monona Terrace, Madison, in the Hall of Fame room . If you 
are interested in participating , contact Karen Bassler at 608-251-9131 x12 or 
kbassler@gatheringwaters.org  
 

Policy Update 
 
The Wisconsin State Legislature is currently considering a few bills affecting 
conservation issues: 
 

�x AB 265 – Severed development rights (conservation easement) subject to 
property tax  

�x AB 187 – Promoting access to Stewardship Properties 
�x AB 254 – Management of state forest lands 

 
Visit www.gatheringwaters.org  or call Althea at (608) 251-9131 ext 13 for a 
status update of these bills. 
 

June 2005: Invasive Species Awareness Month 
 
Join in Wisconsin’s First Annual Invasive Species Awareness Month during 
June.  Attend workshops, field trips and lectures throughout the state to learn 
more about the impacts of invasive species in Wisconsin.  For more information 
contact Amy Staffen, Invasive Species Education Coordinator, Wisconsin 
Council on Invasive Species at 608/251-8140 ext. 162 or astaffen@tnc.org .  Or 
see the website:  http://invasivespecies.wi.gov/awareness  
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Land Trust/Non-Profit Job Opportunities 

Associate Director, Alliance for the Great Lakes, Chicago, IL 

The Alliance for the Great Lakes (formerly the Lake Michigan Federation) is 
seeking an Associate Director (AD) to help lead the oldest Great Lakes citizens’ 
organization in North America. The Associate Director will assist in running the 
day-to-day programs and operations of the organization, as detailed below, that 
provides a regional citizens’ voice for clean water, water conservation, fish and 
wildlife habitat restoration, and land use planning for watershed protection.  
 
Please e-mail a cover letter, resume, references, and writing sample by close of 
business April 22, 2005 , to Cameron Davis, Executive Director at 
cdavis@lakemichigan.org  

Visit website for more information: Alliance For The Great Lakes  

Watershed Scientist, Prairie Rivers Network, Champaign, IL  

Prairie Rivers seeks an energetic and self motivated individual to work with 
state agencies, scientists, other advocacy groups, and citizens to protect 
Illinois¹ 87,000 miles of rivers and streams. 

The Watershed Scientist will report to the Executive Director and is the primary 
staff person responsible for analyzing administrative, regulatory, and policy 
matters requiring scientific and technical expertise and recommending the 
organization¹s policy positions with respect to these matters. The Watershed 
Scientist will represent the organization at public meetings, hearings, and other 
proceedings where his/her expertise is needed. In addition, (s)he will provide 
scientific and technical assistance to other organizations and individuals who 
share our commitment to rivers, clean water, and habitat protection. 

To apply, send a cover letter, resume, and contact information for three 
references to Jean Flemma, Executive Director, Prairie Rivers Network, 809 
South Fifth Street, Champaign, IL, 61820-6215, or fax to 217-344-2381.  
Closing date: Applications will be accepted until the position has been filled.  

Executive Director, Kinnickinnic River Land Trust, River Falls, WI 
 
The Kinnickinnic River Land Trust is looking for a full-time Executive Director. 
The mission of the Kinnickinnic River Land Trust is to work with the 
community to conserve the natural resources and scenic beauty of the 
Kinnickinnic River Watershed. This position is available immediately.  For more 
information visit  www.kinniriver.org  or email a resumé to krlt@pressenter.com .  
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Upcoming Gathering Waters 
Conservancy  Events  

 
Appraising Conservation Easements 

A CLE Seminar for Appraisers 
May 20, 2005  
9:30 – 4:30 

Chula Vista Resort 
Wisconsin Dells, WI 

 
In Wisconsin, land trusts, state agencies, and municipal programs use 
conservation easements to effect key land protection in our communities.  
Easements are employed in estate planning, environmental protection, and 
conservation land use planning. 
 
Wisconsin land trusts hold over 325 conservation easements, protecting 
35,000 acres in the state.  The State of Wisconsin holds over 2100 easements 
statewide, and municipalities from Bayfield to Dane Counties have instituted 
publicly supported purchase of development rights programs. 
 

The need for informed, experienced appraisers has never been greater. 
 
We at Gathering Waters Conservancy hope to build the pool of appraisers 
experienced with conservation easement evaluation.  Whether you are just 
learning about evaluating conservation easements, or are long experienced and 
looking for new information, please consider attending this workshop. 

 
Program Topics 

 
 Federal and state laws governing conservation easements   
 Sample easement documents, includ ing the DNR Template Easement 
 IRS Rules governing Conservation Easement donations, purchases,  

and easement appraisals 
 The Appraisal Process and methodology 
 WI DNR Appraisal Requirements  for Knowles-Nelson State 

Stewardship Contracts 
 

Instructors 
 

 John Vigen, SRA Ramsland & Vigen,  MN & WI Certified General Appraiser 
 Wendy Walker, MAI Walker Appraisals, MN & WI Certified General 

Appraiser 
 Ron Olson WI DNR Review Appraiser and WI Certified General Appraiser 

 
Registration Fees  $95.00 for 6 hours pf Wisconsin CLE credit.  

Registration Fees $65.00 for Gathering Waters Members.  
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For Additional information and Registration Forms, see the Gathering Waters 
Conservancy’s website www.gatheringwaters.org or contact Pam Foster Felt at 

608-251-9131 or pam@gatheringwaters.org 
 

Nominate Your Land Conservation Hero 
 

Now is the time to pull out your pen and write a letter of recommendation for 
your nominee for the 2005 Land Conservation Leadership Awards. Nomination 
forms are available online at www.gatheringwaters.org or by calling 
608.251.9131 x13. The categories include Conservationist of the Year, Policy 
Maker of the Year, and Land Trust of the Year. Since 2005 is the 15 th  
anniversary of the Stewardship Fund, we hope to highlight a connection 
between the Fund and the award winners in each category. For a list of past 
winners and for more information on the Land Conservation Leadership Awards 
Celebration, visit our website  www.gatheringwaters.org.  
 
 

Other Conferences and Events 

Cost of Community Services & Impact Analysis Workshop 

The Rock River Coalition’s “Planning the Rock” Issue Team is pleased to invite 
you to attend this informational meeting examining the cost of providing 
services to new development. 

Speakers will cover Cost of Community Services Studies, Impact Analysis, and 
Establishing Impact Fees.  They’ll provide examples of how these tools have 
worked in area communities. 

The meeting will take place Thursday, April 21, 2005 from 6:30-9:00pm at the 
Dodge County Courthouse in Juneau, Wisconsin.  Please contact Kim at the 
UWEX Jefferson County Office at 920-674-7297 or kimb@co.jefferson.wi.us . 

 
Nominations for International Paper Conservation Partnership Award 

recipients due 
 
The International Paper Conservation Partnership Award is presented annually 
to recognize an individual who has achieved significant results in the 
protection of habitat through a cooperative relationship with a business or 
corporation. By demonstrating that a healthy environment and economy are 
not mutually exclusive, this person helps in a conservation effort benefiting the 
environment and encourages others to form similarly productive alliances with 
businesses.    
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Nomination forms and information on past recipients is available at 
www.conservationfund.org .  Nominations and all supporting materials must be 
sent by April 22, 2005. 
 

Nominations for 2005 Invader Crusader Award due 
  

The Wisconsin Council on Invasive Species hereby announces that they are 
accepting nominations for the 2005 Invader Crusader Award. 
 
The award serves to honor Wisconsin citizens and organizations for their 
significant contribution to the prevention or eradication of invasive species that 
harm Wisconsin's lands and waters.   Details are on the attached nomination 
form and will also be on the Invasive Species Awareness Month website, 
www.invasivespecies.wi.gov  . 
  
Nominations are due by Earth Day, April 22, 2005 and should be sent to Amy 
Staffen, The Nature Conservancy, 633 West Main Street, Madison, WI, 53703 
or by email to: astaffen@tnc.org . 
 

Natural Resource Foundation of Wisconsin’s 2005 Field Trips 
 
The Natural Resource Foundation presents another year of fun and exciting 
trips led by DNR experts sharing their enthusiasm and knowledge of our state’s 
most beautiful properties.  For a detailed schedule and registration information 
visit www.nrfwis.org . 

Fund Raising and Development for Nonprofits 

The conference will take place on June 1-3, 2005, at the UW-Madison School 
of Business’s Grainger Hall in Madison, Wisconsin.  

The Fund Raising and Development for Nonprofits conference offers you: 
 

�x A fresh outlook on philanthropy designed to give you renewed 
professional energy 

�x The philosophy, fundamentals and framework of good, solid development 
�x Effective techniques on how to make meaningful asks, how to best use 

boards and volunteers, how to mingle at receptions, and how to show 
gratitude 

�x Ways to identify and research prospective major givers 
�x Knowledge you need to know concerning planned and deferred giving 
�x Secrets for raising dollars from corporations and foundations 
�x Networking opportunities with other professionals  
 

For more information on registration visit:  http://uwexeced.com/devconf/   
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Land Trust Alliance’s National Convention (Rally) 
 

 
Land Trust Alliance’s National Convention (Rally) will meet in Madison October 
14-17 th .  LTA is soliciting any ideas for fieldtrips and topics for workshops to 
include at Rally.   Go to  www.lta.org  to make your suggestions.  This meeting 
attracts the best legal authorities in the national land trust community. 
Gathering Waters plans to coordinate Wisconsin accreditation for attorneys, 
appraisers, even CPAs attending Rally workshops. For the rest of us, Rally 
promises a wealth of information and unmatched networking opportunities for 
all land trust practitioners and supporters.  

 
 

Ask an Attorney 
 
Our question this time around has been answered by Renay Leone of The First 
American Corporation. 
 
Q. “If a donor of a conservation easement is audited by the IRS and the IRS is 
scrutinizing the deduction of the easement, what is or what should be the Land 
Trust’s role (if any) in this audit and easement deduction review?”  
  
 A: The land trust's role is to simply acknowledge the gift (not the value thereof) 
and provide copies of the easement and any other documentation of the 
transaction requested by the IRS.  I'm told that when audits of easements come 
up they are almost exclusively on the issue of the valuation, not the validity of 
the easement as a transaction. – submitted by Renay Leone, former GWC 
Board Member 
  
Send us your questions! Free legal advice!  We’re looking for questions to be 
featured in this section.  Send any questions or suggestions to Karen Bassler at  
kbassler@gatheringwaters.org  
 
 

Attachments 
 

The following attachments are articles that we thought would be useful or 
interesting for the land trust community.  Included in this edition:   
 
“And Now, a Word From Our Sponsors:  Four environmental funders join 

the debate over the movement's future.” (Grist Magazine, April 2005) 
 
When Michael Shellenberger and Ted Nordhaus delivered the talk that has 
everyone talking, they chose an influential audience: environmental 
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grantmakers. Although the now (in)famous pair focused on mainstream 
advocacy organizations in their discussion of the death of environmentalism, 
others have contended that new thinking  by the folks who write the checks is 
key to revitalizing the movement. We've invited four representatives from 
foundations around the U.S. to discuss the issue. For the rest of the article, see 
the attached pdf file. 
 

Between a Volunteer and Staffed Organization: Working with project 
consultants 

 
Funds are limited. Your board doesn’t want to spend the time fundraising to 
support full-time staff or add the responsibilities of workers compensation, 
unemployment insurance, and reporting requirements that go along with hiring 
employees. 
 
But then again, there’s that work list: fundraising, grant writing, IRS reporting, 
landowner contacts, newsletters, events . . .  How can the board get it all 
accomplished? Contracted staff or project consultants may be the answer.  
To read more of this article by Cheryl Clemens, see the attached pdf file. 
 
 

Resources Available from 
Gathering Waters 

 
Gathering Waters’ Library 

 
Gathering Waters has an extensive library containing books, magazines, 
reports and even videos covering every topic of interest for a land trust.  A few 
subject areas include: fundraising, board of directors, smart growth, forestry, 
land and natural resource management, and legal and tax issues.  Please feel 
free to drop by the office and check out a book, or call Liz at (608) 251-
9131 x15 or liz@gatheringwaters.org.  
 

Newsletter Articles 
 
Gathering Waters Conservancy can provide land trusts with articles for your 
newsletters.  Examples include the tax benefits of conservation easements, 
protecting woodlots, and much more.  Call Althea at (608) 251-9131 ext 13 
for more information. 

 
Wisconsin’s Land Trust Listserv  

 
Gathering Waters Conservancy’s e-mail listserv is your opportunity to 
communicate directly with your colleagues in the land trust movement.  To 
join, visit the website: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/wislandtrusts/  and 
follow the instructions for subscribing.  You may also call  Sara at (608-251-
9131 X10) and ask to be put on the list. 
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Need fundraising assistance? 

 
Not sure how to jump-start your membership?  Interested in learning more 
about how to structure a major donor campaign?  Gathering Waters has staff 
on-hand that can guide you through these and other fundraising issues. 
GWC staff has experience with: 

 direct mail 
 major donor campaigns 
 fundraising for events (e.g. obtaining sponsorship) 
 running a silent auction 

If you are interested in receiving assistance in any of these areas or have 
specific questions regarding fundraising techniques, please contact Sara 
DeKok, GWC’s Membership Coordinator, at 608-251-9131 x10 
saramurphy@gatheringwaters.org  
 
 
 

Resources Available for Sale 
 
If you are interested in obtaining any of the following material please print off 
an invoice at www.gatheringwaters.org  and send it to Gathering Waters or 
contact Liz at (608) 251-9131x15, liz@gatheringwaters.org.  We now 
accept credit cards! 
 

Books 
Gathering Waters has several publications available for sale.  They include:  
 
�x In Their Own Words…        1 for $3 

          2 for $5 
          5 for $10 
*special rate for LT members of GWC:          10 for $10  

�x Preserving Family Lands: Book 1 by Stephen J. Small…  $10 
�x Preserving Family Lands: Book 2 by Stephen J. Small…  $10  
�x Preserving Family Lands: Book 3 by Stephen J. Small…  $10   

 
Handbooks & Workshop Materials 

Handbooks compiled by Gathering Waters as well as workshop material from 
various Gathering Waters Conservancy seminars and trainings are available: 
 
�x Starting a Land Trust in Wisconsin: What You Need to Know to Establish a Non-Profit 

Conservation Organization …      $15  

�x Building Your Membership for Fundraising and Effectiveness … $20 
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GWC Fact Sheets for Landowners 

Gathering Waters Conservancy has updated landowner information sheets 
available for land trusts.  The sheets include: 
 

�x GWC Overview 
�x Land Trusts in Wisconsin 
�x Conservation Easements 

�x Conservation Options for Landowners 
�x Tax Benefits of Conserving Land 
�x Purchase of Development Rights 

 
We can provide up to 25 copies of each sheet, free of charge, to our sponsor 
members.  The sheets can also be printed from our website, 
www.gatheringwaters.org.  If you would like to see other topics put to fact 
sheet, please contact Karen at (608) 251-9131. 

 
 

We’ll leave you with this burn-out-avoidance tip:   
 
10:45 am on a beautiful sunny April Friday -- 
Jim Welsh, E.D. of Natural Heritage Land Trust, announces: "I just quit.......... 
for the day!"
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Join Us! 
 
We hope you will consider joining Gathering Waters Conservancy as an individual member. 
Membership dues are used to promote state po licies that support private land conservation 
and the work of land trusts, establish new land trusts in critical areas, present statewide 
and regional conferences, trai n lawyers, appraisers and othe r professionals who work with 
landowners and land trusts, and to promot e collaborative conservation efforts among 
conservation organizati ons around the state. 
 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Yes, I want to help land trusts & landowners protect Wisconsin’s special places and natural 
treasures by joining Gathering Waters Conservancy with my gift of:      
             
  
___ $35  Forest Protector     Send tax-deductible contribution to:      
___ $50  Creek Watcher 
___ $100   Land Defender 
___ $250    Prairie Keeper 
___ $500  Harbor Sentinel 
___ $  Other 
 
NAME _________________________________________________________________  
 
ADDRESS ______________________________________________________________ 
 
CITY ______________________________ STATE _____________ ZIP ____________   
 
PHONE __________________________  EMAIL ______________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Please send me 
information on: 

□ protecting my land   

□ gift memberships    

□ including 
Gathering Waters in 
my will   

□ volunteering 

□ Will your employer
match your gift?

Gathering Waters Conservancy 
211 S. Paterson, Suite 270 
Madison, WI  53703


