Stewardship Signage Law FAQ

By law (see s. 23.09165, Wis. Stats.), all land purchased with funds from the Knowles Nelson Stewardship Program must be posted.  Important elements of the requirement are that:

· Signs must give notice that Stewardship Funds were used in the protection of the property.

· Signs must be posted at “major access points” to the property.  

· Signs shall list either the primary activities restricted or prohibited or the primary activities permitted on the land.  

· Signs must be “of a durable material” and at least 108 square inches in size.
· On any property larger than 10 acres, contact information or a website address of the property manager must be posted on the sign.
The law leaves room for creativity in how our sponsors convey information.  Here are some answers to common questions about required signage on Stewardship lands.

1) Do signs need to reference the “5 NBOAs” – hunting, trapping, fishing, hiking and cross-country skiing?


The Department strongly encourages that you mention those five activities in your signage.  These five activities, required by section 23.0916, Wis. Stats., have become part of the standard language about Stewardship lands.  It is reasonable to anticipate that future laws and rules will reference the “five NBOAs.”  If hunting, trapping, hiking, cross-country skiing or fishing are practical additions, including them among the primary activities your signs reference will meet the expectations of some visitors and may save time and expense in the future.
2) Do signs need to reference the “5 NBOAs” when the Stewardship Land is an urban park and those five activities are not practical?

No.  Sponsors need to determine what the “primary activities” allowed or prohibited on the property are.  If those 5 are not among “primary activities” allowed on a property and would be potentially confusing to visitors, your signs do not need to reference them.
3) Do we have to list fishing if there’s no water?

No.

4) Do we need to post TWO signs, one indicating Stewardship Funding, one about allowed or prohibited activities?

No.  Information about Stewardship funding and allowed or prohibited activities can be combined on the same sign.  Contact your regional CSS for a copy of the Stewardship logo.

5) Do we have to post signs on property used as donated as match to a Stewardship grant? 


Yes.  Properties donated as match are encumbered with a grant contract and by all the requirements of the Stewardship program, including signage.
6) Do we have to post signs on development projects funded by Stewardship grants?  

Yes, but development-only projects only need signs giving notice that Stewardship funds were used in the project.  Development projects do not need signs about allowed activities.

7) Does DNR have to approve sponsors’ signs?


No. But if you would like to get Department approval of your proposed signs before printing and installing, please contact your regional Community Service Specialists (CSS).  
8) Does DNR have an example of stewardship grant signage?  

Grant staff are accumulating a set of examples and your regional CSS can share those with you.

9) Are signs required on conservation easements?  

Yes, though easements are treated differently in the law from properties purchased in fee.  All Stewardship land must have signs giving notice that Stewardship Funds were used.  

Your signs need to comply with the “activities” requirements of the law where there is public access.  If you have purchased a conservation easement with Stewardship funds, and if the easement allows for public access of any kind, you do need to post signs about primary activities allowed or prohibited.


If the easement does not include public access, or is an easement exclusively for an established trail, you are not required to post an “activities” sign.

10) How do we sign properties where hunting, trapping or fishing opportunities exist but vary from state regulation?  Posting that hunting is allowed implies that hunting is allowed per state regulation and local ordinance. If your rules differ from state regulation, we strongly encourage signage to indicate that.  Either list rules on the sign, or, if they are more detailed than will reasonably fit on durable signage, indicate clearly where visitors can get information about your policies.  For example:  “Hunting rules on our preserves may differ from state regulation, please visit website for details.”  

11) How can we effectively post signs on preserves where allowed activities vary parcel to parcel within the preserve?
Sponsors who have expansive preserves made up of several parcels need to convey clearly in their signs that allowed activities may vary parcel to parcel.  Signs should direct visitors to enough information to be able to abide by preserve rules.

Ideas for addressing this challenge: 

· Use detailed signs at major entrance points explaining what opportunities vary on the preserve, direct visitors to a map illustrating where important boundaries are, and use smaller trail-blaze type indicators along parcel boundaries so visitors know when they’ve reached a boundary where the rules have changed.  

· Allow visitors to print detailed maps from your website and make sure signage directs visitors to that site.  For example: “hunting opportunities are available on some portions of this preserve, please visit our website for detailed maps.”

· Post a detailed map, laminated and protected from weather on the back of a large kiosk, or make maps available in a covered box.
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