Project Selection Guidelines Form for Stewardship Committee review



Natural Heritage Land Trust

Mission: The Natural Heritage Land Trust protects natural areas, wildlife habitat, working farms, healthy lakes and streams, and recreational land to provide a high quality of life in the Dane County, Wisconsin region.

Date:

Landowner: 


   County:  


          TRS: 

Acres:   
	Project goal: 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	conservation easement           
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	fee title ownership
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Fee title transfer to:
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Other:


Project Description:   

	Map or Photo attached?   FORMCHECKBOX 

	Yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	No


· Mission and priorities
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	The project would be consistent with the Land Trust’s mission and strategic plan.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	The land is in a Land Trust priority area:

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	The goals of the landowner are consistent with the goals of the Land Trust 


· Consistency with local plans

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	The land is in a project area or plan of another organization (e.g. DC Parks and Open Space Plan):

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	The project would be consistent with the local community’s comprehensive plan (name and date of plan or note if such plan does not exist):

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	The project would not hamper the local community’s planned, sustainable growth.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	This project has support of the local unit of government


· Natural resource conservation values: (from IRS Sec. 1.170A-14(d)(3)) The protection of a relatively natural habitat of fish, wildlife, or plants, or similar ecosystem.  
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	The project would provide protection of high-quality natural communities:       

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	The project would provide protection of threatened/endangered species:            


· Open space and scenic conservation values: (from IRS Sec. 1.170A-14(d)(4)) The preservation of certain open space (including farmland and forest land).  Such preservation is pursuant to a clearly delineated Federal, state, or local governmental conservation policy or is for the scenic enjoyment of the general public, and will yield a significant public benefit.  
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	LESA score (if land use is mainly agricultural):

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	The project would provide protection of high-quality farmland (% prime or statewide important): 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Project would provide a scenic overlook area for visitors (applicable if land would have public access)

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Project would provide other public benefits (recreation, education, community separation, etc.): 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Land is an area of visual significance on the landscape.  (The land is visible from a public overlook, park, road, trail, or water body)

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Project would provide buffer for or is close to existing protected areas:

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Project would provide shoreline, riparian area, wetlands, infiltration area, or other water quality benefits


· Public access conservation values: (from IRS Sec. 1.170A-14(d)(2)) The preservation of land areas for outdoor recreation by, or the education of, the general public.

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Project would provide public access onto the property for recreation or education

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Project would provide public hunting or fishing opportunities


· Other benefits:
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	The property size is sufficient to protect the conservation values

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Potential for protecting adjoining lands exists

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Property would protect an historically or archaeologically significant site:


· Threats to resource:
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Ordinances or laws provide protection  

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Other groups could protect the tract

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	There are risks to the protection of the conservation values:


· Risk to Land Trust:
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Project would bring risk of hazardous waste liability

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	External circumstances would make it difficult to protect the conservation values adequately (take neighborhood/landscape context into account)

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Project would damage Land Trust’s credibility


· Funding:
Estimated total project cost:  
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Estimated purchase price:

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Estimated easement endowment:

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Estimated cost of stewardship if Land Trust would own property:

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Other: 


Likely sources of funding:
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Stewardship:  

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	county: 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	federal: 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	other grant:

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	donation by landowner: 


Estimated gap that would be provided by Land Trust:   
· Outreach/Fundraising:
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	This project would provide special opportunity for advancing our goals in the project/community

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	This project would provide special opportunity for developing our membership base 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	This project would create or advance fundraising opportunities with major donors or the community

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	This project would create or advance an important partnership with:


· Capacity: 

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	The Land Trust would have sufficient staff time/capacity to take on this project


        The Land Trust is currently engaged in the following projects:
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	The project would bring the following perpetual stewardship responsibilities (monitoring, land management, etc.):


This project will require a contribution to the Land Trust’s Easement Enforcement Fund or Stewardship Fund to meet our perpetual stewardship responsibilities.   
Staff Recommendation:  

Date:  
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